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The Shah, in a paroxysm of rage, gave orders for several of the officers of
the defeated force to be put to death. In September, he himself led the
advance,, and employed no less than 3,000 men with axes to clear a track
through the jungle.1 At one village, which was, apparently, near the
Avar-Qoisu, the Persians met with a severe check, and were compelled to
retreat,2 Avaria continued unconquered, and, consequently, the key to
Daghistan remained beyond Nadir's reach. It was, apparently, at this
juncture that another Persian force climbed the mountain on which the
Usmi's stronghold of Quraish was situated, and in three days carried the
fortress by assault. Ahmad Khan, however, escaped before his stronghold
fell, and fled to Avaria.3 The Qaraqaitaq tribe, having lost their main
fortress and being deprived of their leader, submitted to the Persians.4
In October, Nadir retreated from the borders of Avaria, and marched
via Tarkhu and Bashli to Iran Kharab, where he made his winter quarters.
It was, apparently, at Iran Kharab6 that an event took place in the
autumn of 1742 which was destined to cast a gloom over the last few
years of Nadir's life ; this event was the blinding of Rida Quli Mirza
because of his alleged instigation of the attempt upon his father's life in
Mazandaran in the previous year.
A number of writers, both contemporary and of later date, have en-
deavoured to set out the history of this tragic affair ; while some of these
authorities maintain that the prince was innocent, others assert that he
was guilty, and they also differ in other, but less essential, respects. In
the account given below, the data have been taken as far as possible from
those sources which seemed most worthy of credence.
For some time after the attempt was made, all efforts to track down the
would-be assassin and bring him to justice were unsuccessful, but the
man was at length found near Oba, in the province of Herat His name
was Nik Qadam, and he had been a guard in the service of Dilavar Khan
of TayimanL6 After his arrest, he was sent in custody to Daghistan
and reached the royal camp some time during the summer of 1742.
When he was brought before Nadir, the latter examined him in private ;
according to 'Abdu'l-Karim Bukhari, the man, when pressed by the Shah
to disclose the identity of the person who had induced him to fire the shot,
boldly replied that no one had done so> and said that he had fired because
1 Butkov, Vol. I, p. 215.
* This may possibly have been the village of Arakani where, Mr. J. F. Baddeley has informed
me, there is a local tradition that Nadir was never able to advance beyond that point,
owing to the brave resistance of the inhabitants,
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